


DEATH MASTER FILE
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>%’Lq%‘1 b63 A BIG SHOVEL FOR MASSIVE DATA
36\ g L ! PREDICTION SUCCESS RATIOS

5 | M Y Prediction accuracies for Death

} 1 Master File records with January
1973 to December 2003 birthdays
across the 50 states. Ratios of
accurate prediction for the first five
digits (top), and ratios of accurate
prediction for the complete SSN with
less than 1,000 attempts (bottom).
In each quadrant, columns represent
months, and rows represent states
(sorted by their 1973 births, lowest
to highest). The colors in each cell
r 0 through 1,
dark blue through r mon
SSN counts. This fa
graphical e, no sti
represents results o ore than

STATE NUMBER

700,000 regressions over a ver
large data set.”
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YEARS

ECONOMICS &
SOCIAL POLICY

“GIVEN THE INHERENT
VULNERABILITY OF
SOCIAL SECURITY
NUMBERS, IT IS TIME
TO STOP USING THEM
FOR VERIFYING IDENTITIES
AND REDIRECT OUR
EFFORTS TOWARD SECURE,

STATE NUMBER
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PRIVACY'PRESERVING 01/73 12/76 01/81 10/84 09/88 09/92 07/96 06/00 12/03
AUTHENTICATION METHODS.”




